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- Nych:as'could not be removed by thoſe Minitters that ke 
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N \*was. He was, when he began to publiſh his Doctrine, a 
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3» "Dangerous Impoſture -} 
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UAKERISM. 
Repreſented in a Letter to a Friend. k 
STR, 


AVING lately read George Fex's Journal, I 
ſend you. the Obſervations I made concerning 
The Dangerous Impoſ? ure of Quakeriim : And ti 
which I am to acquaint youu with vpon "this 
- *Subjet, may be divided into whar relates to its Real 1u- 


L "Oy and Dotrine, or to its pretended Q1 inal a and 1: oof. 
5, 


<4 


L. The Real Author of this Impoſl ure was George 105: and 
tis worth our taking Notice of, what his crue Char:ce 


; Yowng Man, who had had a Religious Education, and in the 


"Nineteenth and Twentieth Years of his Age, was exei- 
ciſed: with ſtrong Temptations to De/parr, and was un» 


Upon this, he betook himſelf to Retirement and Sel 


> tude," Night and Day , to much Faſting , Reſervednets, 
"and Sielancholy, and eſtranging bimfelf from Society, 
A 
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Tent alone - into Solitary Places with his Bible, and his 
own Thoughts. 

By degrees, he imagined that God made known his 
Will to him; and opened tro him ( as his Phraſe is ) that 
the Light of Chriſhk within Man, was to be his Inſtructor 
and Guide in Martters of Religion. And through this Ima- 
onion, he ſometimes gain'd Comfort and Joy ; and by 
degrees arrived at extreme Preſumption and Confidence. 

When he affirmed, That Chrift was in him, he did not 
mean that the Man Jeſus of Nazareth was in him; but 
that the ſame Divinicy that is called the 70rd and the 
Light, ( John 1. 1---7---13, ) which was in Feſws of Na- 
Zarcth, was alſo (though not in the ſame meaſure) in 

. George Fox, Put the Word and the Light is the ſame Di- 
vinity , as all Orthodox Chriftians mean by the Second 
Perſon m the Bleſſed Trinity, ( 1 Fohn 5.7.) His Fundamen- 
tal Dodtrine then was this, T hat the Second Perſon in the 
Bleſſed Trinity, dwells as truly in every Quaker, though. 
not as much as he did in 7eſzs of Nazarerh. But although 
the Third Perſon in the Trinity, wiz. the Holy. Ghoſt 
dwells in other Men, yet the Herd or Son ( 5. e. the Se- 
cond Perſon in the Trinity ) never did dwellin any Man, 
but in the Man Teſzs of Nazareth only, who was the. 
Chriſt of God, as in him the Word was made Fleſh, ( Fobn 
I. 14.) or the Son\of God was Incarnate, aad who is 
over all, God bleſſed for ever, ( Rom. 9. 5.) 

But, for G-orge Fox to affirm, that Chriſt was in him, 
is an exceſs of Error and Profaneneſs, ſuch as no ſober 
Chriſtian, who knows, that by this his Bleſſed Saviour is 
diſtmguiſhed from, and exalied above the higheſt Angels, 
can endure to hear without the utmoſt Abhorrence and 
Abomination. | 

This is the Fundamental Error and Prodigions Deluſion that 
the Author of Qzakeri/m entertain'd and fer up in the 
World, and this his Followers defend and maintain to 
this day. 

When he communicated his Notions to others, and at 
their Convincement ( as he ſpeaks ) great Horror and Tren:= 
b],nz fell upon them 35 Infomuch, that ſome of the Com- 


pany 


2, 


pany affirm'd; that not only the Perſons', Hut alſo the 
Church itſelf (in which they fometimes were ) did ſhake , 
and they were afraid it ihouid fall upon their Heads, 

The Extrawagancy of the Diſcourſes and Actions of this 
Perſon, is manifeſt in his Life. Upon the conlideration F: 
of which , regether with the preternatural EfF-&s his 3+ 
Addreſſes had upon his Converts, I made theſe Queions, | 
( 1. ) Whether there were fuller evidence that Oliver's 
Porter in Bedlam was a Madman, than that George Fox was 
ſo? And (2.)Whether (ſetting aſide the Teſtimony of the 
Evangeliſts, who ſay that Demoniacks were. brought to- 
our Saviour to be cured ) it be more mani£zſt from their 
Words and Actions , that thoſe Perſons were poſleſſed 
with the Devil, than that George Fox, and other Primutiye 
Quakers, were ſuch poſleſs'd Perſons ? 

Now, every, one knows that a Quaker receives the ab- 
ſaurd Doctrines, and imitates the melancholy behaviour of 
George Fox, who was the real Awuthcr, and the Original 
Pattern of this Religious Madncſs, 
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II. The Do&rines of Quzakeriſm may be diſtinguiſhed 
into what is Pernicions, and what is Trifling. 

Firſt, The Pernicious Dodtrines of 2u3keri/32 are fo, with 
reſpect to Human Society, or to Coriltiay R: :giow, 

1. The Dodrines of Quakeri/n: which are Pernicioans ta 
Human Sgciety, are theſe, | 

(1.) .The denying the /awſulz;f of an Oh, even in 
Courts of FJudicature : An Oath being tne higheſt Aﬀau- * !] 
rance one Man can give another of his Veracity ; and the 
Caſes in which an Oath is demanded, being ſuch, where- 
in the higheſt Aſſurance is reafonable, becauſe the Eſtates #* :; 
and Lives of Men are in Queſtion. But this Dodrine of | : 
Quaker:i/m deltroys this Security , under pretence that &» 
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very Oath is a groſs Sin. 3 8 
(2.) The denving outward Refve& of Poiſons ( ſuch 44: 
as putting off the Hat in the preſence of Syneriors, is | Mi 


among us) weakens the Reverence thar the greateſt 
part of Men ought to have towards thoſe in Aurboriry, | 
which Reverence cannot ( according to the O;inion of |," 

A 2 all 


{ by viſible Marks of DiſtinQtion and Diſtance. But, ſuch 
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A Nations ) otherwiſe be preſerved in the Yulpar, than 


Formalities. requiſite to Government, the Quakers deny, 
under preterice that *tis their neceſſary Duty ſo to do; 
and that they have reccived a greater Honour from God 
than this which their Sup: riors require from them. 

« (3:) The denying the Lawfulneſs of Fighting ( or the 
uſe of the Carnal Heapon) for Private or Publick neceſſa- 


"Ty Defence, is a Doctrine which (fo far as it is received) 


weakens a Nation, and renders the Prote#ion of Right, 
impoſſible, againſt thoſe who ſhall by open War, or pri- 
yate Violence, invade it, And did not the Quakers re- 
ceive Protetticn through the Labours, and Sufferings, and 
Blood of others, they would ſoon be made ſenſible (when 
too late ) of the pernicious Nature of this Error. 

Theſe Doetrines of the Quakers are Pernicions to Human 
Society; and therefore ought not to be received, or en- 
'couraged by any who love their Kights, their Liberty, 
and their -Country. 

- 2. Beſides theſe, there are other Errors » rniciozs to the 
Chriſtian Religion ; and they are ſuch as theſe : - 
{1.) The denying the uſe of the Two Sneraments, 


*Bapiiim and the Lord's Supper , by which Chiiftians are 


diſtinguithed from Infdels, and obliged oliveraccurding 
© the Holy Laws of their Religion. The Sou of God 
jd;'d it expedient to eſtabliſh chefe $or/fole Rites for Re- 
Wits Pprpoſzs > AQ bg uſed y Vier who Y.H[t live hy 
Sbnfe:s bur the Quaker: deny the Obligation, Uſe, and 


$69166: of ti;e6m. 
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f>. ) Anather Doftirine pernicices to Chriftian Religion, 
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I * 
ceffary and uniawfal ; whereas it i5 not poſhible rightly 
to hgerſtind the Dotrine of God delivercd in he Lane 
RuUare cf Men, Without that Learn whicin 15 neceſlary 
ro the onderitancting of that Lt IWNIGPL , and (ach necel- 
fry L.cacntag 15 Ver) 02 wore tian an unlcar rm . Man 
Cfich as Grorge Pex was ) can be awarc of Add to this 
Cond in Order to the Subveiting of a Learned Miniſtry) 
their Forbiddivg the payment of Zyrbes, as it fo doing 


/ Vo «3 
4 


Miniſters of 


Labourer 1s worthy of his Hire 5 and though the Laws of 
England give every Incumbent as good a Title to his 
Tythes, as any Landlord hath to his Rent, or to his E- 
ſtate, 

(3.) Again, the Quakers deny the Srfficiency of the Holy 
Scriptures, and pretend that no Man can underſtand them, 
unleſs he hath the ſame Spirit by which the Doctrine of 
the Scriptures was given forth. Nor will they (that TI 
can find ) allow any one to be in that Spirit which is ne- 
ceſſary to the underſtanding of the Scriptures, who is not 
a Quaker, This is to affirm, That God has fo ſpoken in 
the Scriptures, (which contain his Revelation) as no Man 
can ( without a repeated Revelation ) underſtand what 


he has ſpoken in them ; and that the Quakers only have *' 


this Privilege. This Dodrine is manifeſtly pernicious to 
the Chrilian Religion, whereby Arbitrary Enthuſiaſrs is ſet 


up for the Interpreter of the written Word of God, and * 


Rule of R<ligion. | 


And now I appeal to any Res/onab/: Man, whether 


the Dodtrines aforeiaid be not Perncions to Human So- 
ciety, and to Chriſtian Religion ? I appeal to George Fox's 
Fournal, whether theſe be not Doatrines of Quakeriſm ? 


24ly, Beſides theſe Pernicions DoEtrines, there are others 


which are Triffmg ; ſuch as theſe, 
(1.) Their making it a kind of Religious Duty, to ſay 


Thou and Thee to a ſingle Perſon, and pretending it un- | 


lawful to ſay You to ſuch an one; which, at worſt were 


but an Impropriety of Speech. But if Cuſt: be the on- | 
Iy Rule of Language, as certainly 'tis; then is You (in * 
Converſation) good and lawful Engliſh when uſed to a ! | 


ſingle Perſon, or to many ; though 7h:u be only the Sin- 
gular Number, and Ye be only the Plural; whereas Yew 
15 both Singular and Plural; but to make Religion of 


this, is Tr:fiing, (2.) A-, 


ad , : ” | F.1-5% wu, 
_ - were mage Chriſt, By this means, they rob the: 
that maintenance which the Laws of the Land | 
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- [(2-) Again, to-adhere Religiouſly to the particular 
 Zng/iſh words, Tea and Nay, is another weakneſs, when 
wo and No are as good Eryliſh, and more commonly 
| uſed. . 

To theſe Do&#rines which are Trifling, we may add, 
(r.) Their peculiar C»/fom of Marriages and Burials ; 
j their unreaſonable Oppoſition to the Form and Manner 
{ of Solemnization of Marriage, eſtabliſhed by Law, as 
a ————_ Separation from other Chriſtians, who 
univerſally (on ſuch occaſions) have the Solemn Prayers 
and Benedi#ion of the Miniſters of Chriſt. Their refu- 
ſing to Bury their Dead in any place but by themſelves ; 
as if they would extend the Marks of their Religious 
| Deluſion beyond their Lives. 

| (2:) Their refuſing to wear Lace and Light Colours, as 
I undoubted marks of Pride in the World's Children, (+. e. 
| other Chriſtians) and at the ſame time to allow of Flo- 
wer'd Silks, and richer Velvet, in Friends, (i. e. Quakers) 
| though of mean Condition : is more truly the part of 
it, Shameleſs Impudence, than of Chriſtian Gravity. And the 
Green Apron is almoſt as ſingular, as the Reaſon I am told 
* has been given from it, wiz. that Adam and Eve wore 
Green Aprons. By theſe Do&#rines and Cuſtoms, the Qua- 
F ker; are diſtinguiſhed; and of theſe Dotrines George Fox 
.was the Author. 


| 


III. The pretended Original of theſe Dodrines George 
| faid was Divine, and that God opened theſe things to him, 
i by the Hord of the Lord that came unto him ; and that God 
{ ſent bim to Teach thele Dofrines, the Fundamentals of 

which are, That the Light of Chriſt is rhat which every 
Man ought to be taught by, and that ſo far as Men are 
not inlightned by this, the Scripture is a dead Letger unto 
them. He that can believe ſuch a Man as George Fox, 
(who never had any learned Education, nor had lived 
long enough for ſuch an Education, when he began to 
entertain and publiſh theſe Opinions ; who by the dif- 
$ orders of Temptation, and near approaches to Deſpair, 
wanted the true and free uſe of his Reaſon ; and n__ 
_ ingly 


J, 
ingly diſcours'd more like a Religions Madman, than a Pro- 
phet or Apoſtle; who had no other Teacher of this Do- 
&rine, but his own diſturbed Imagination (as is evident, 
by the Folly and Confuſion of all his Diſcourſes); I ſay 
he, who can believe ſuch a Man as this to be raught of 
God, meerly becauſe he ſays it, one would think, had 


as little uſe of Reaſon, as oy, had, when he became | 


the fir} Quaker. No ſenſible Man can reliſh ſuch Difſ« 
courſes as thoſe of George Fox, (in which he uſes the Holy 
Scriptures as a Phraſe Book; and (in a Senſe never de- 
ſign'd by thoſe Words, delivers his own DoQtrines) un- 
leſs he lays aſide the uſe of Reaſon in Matters of Religion 3 


without the uſe of which, *tis impoſlible there ſhould be | 
any ſuch thing as Religion among Men. But this may | 


be excuſed in a Quaker, whoſe Religion indeed is but the | 


Spettre of Religion murdered by [ynorance and Enthuſiaſm, 
I confeſs I have ſo much regard to Senſe and Reaſon 


and ſo honourable a perſuaſion of God and his Wiſdom, | 


that there is no Proof ſufficient to convince me, that * 


God ſpake by ſuch a man as this. But, 


IV. There is Proof which he pretends to, and that no ' 
leſs than (1.) Voices; and (2.) Viſions ; and (3.) Pro- / 


pheſy ; and (4.) Miracles; and (5.) Diſcerning of Spi- 
- rits; and (6.) The knowledge of Nature, and the whole 
Creation; and (7.) Being in the ſame State that Adam 
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was before the Fall; which are more than ever any ;. '$ 


Prophet or Apoſtle attained to, 


To which add (for a colour) firſt; the Suffering: of . 


George Fox, which I confeſs were very great, (as he ſays) 
but they manifeſt nothing, excepting the obſtinate Pol- 


4 and-inſolent Provecation of him that ſuffered ; and: 
ometimes the Vices and Paſſions of thoſ: by whom he | 


_— 


ſuffered. (2.) The Judgments, which he ſays, befel the | 


Enemies of him and his Doarine. Some of theſe Pre- 


tences prove nothing; and others of them need be pro». ! 


ved themſelves. 
And now I deſire (if any doub: the truth of what I 
have ſaid) that they would rexd Georze Fox his Tournal, 
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their" Souls, - bur that hey. ſeem... ſq .deſperately. conceited 
; ? d: prejudiced, that ie fault be in'vain.. God grant them 
the tree, Light of : Religious Knowledge, and Wiſdom, 


they may. ſee thie error: of their. way, and be con- 
ed to the acknowledgment of the Truth as it is in 


An For Thoſe. who are not yet of this Perſuaſion, 
'Þurchink /ovowrably,gf ic ; © exhort them, in the fear of 
God, (1) Never to part with the Uſe of their Reaſon. in 
*the fudy of Religion , where there is the beſt Exerciſe, 
"and the/greateſt Need. of -it. | And (2:) never to chink, 
that what God. has ReweaP'd (or. made known ) in,, and 
* by; the. Scripeares of: Trath , cannot. be underſtood ( or 
cannot” be known ) without a repeated Revelation (i. e.. 
| unleſs .it-be- made. known again.) We are ſure there 
{ #5..no. ſuch Revelation; »ow:,- and' that; all pretences 
xo it (ſuch as George Fox.made )) are' Impoſture. ' The 
good God-deliver his Church from :his, and from, all o- 
ther Impoſftures, and make men throughly ſenſible, that to 
C aſcribe their 0-9 wild and fooliſh Imagination: to the Spiric 
of God, has 1n it the Nature of Bla/pbemy. -- , | 
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j| _ as have done, 'and ſee if what I affirm of him, and his 
'4 Dodrine, be not. found there. I think no man can Ex- 
|} poſe this Set ſo much as George Fox his Fournal expoſerh 
it: And therefore, becauſe I believe Quakeriſm to be a 
i} dangerous and wicked Impoſture, I deſire 'men would read 
the Hiſtory of its Author. And let not any who call 
themſelves Friends, count me their Enemy, for really I am 
not ſuch, bur do heartily pity them as Religious Mad- 
»en; and never did them any harm, and am reſolved I 
never will. 

I would expoſtulate. with Them, out of compaſlion to 
their Souls, but that they ſeem ſo deſperately conceited | 
and prejudiced, that it muſt be in vain. God grant them 
the true Light of Religious Knowledge, and Wiſdom, 
that they may ſee the error. of their way, and be con- 
brag to the acknowledgment of the Truth as it is in 

eſus. 

And as for Thoſe who are not yet of this Perſuaſion, 
but think favorably, of it ; I exhort them, in the fear of 
God, (1:) Never to part with the Uſe of their Reaſon in 
the tudy of Religion , where there is the belt Exerciſe, 
and the greateſt Need of it. And (2.) never to think, 
| that what God has Rewead ( or made known )) in, and 
| by the Scriptures of Truth, cannot be underſtood ( or 
| cannot be known ) without a repeated Revelation (4. e. 
unleſs it be made known again.) We are ſure there 
| is no ſuch Revelation wow, and that all pretences 
| to it ( ſuch as George Fox made ) are Impoſture, "The 
{|-good God deliver his Church from 7his, and from all o- 
| ther Impoſtures, and make men throughly /e»/ible, that to 
1 aſcribe their ow» wild and fooliſh Imaginations to the Spirit 
|| of God, has in it the Nature of Blaſphemy. 
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